
Newfield Old Home Days 
September 10 and 11, 2010 

 

 

Salute to the 50ôs and 60ôs 

 

Parade, Concerts, 

Carnival Rides, 

Fireworks, 

Food and Fun 
 

at  

The Newfield Central School Grounds 
 

Only Five Miles South of Ithaca! 
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Charlie Berggren and George Cancro 

 
 

Charles E. Berggren 

1940 - 2010 

Charles E. Berggren was a loving husband, father, grandfather, and friend who gave to 

whoever needed. 

He was born and raised in Newfield, August 20, 1940.  He was married to Helen 

Mumme on October 26, 1963 and had three children; Eddie (Karen), Diane (Larry) 

and Kevin (Brandee). He loved to spoil his grandsons, Adam & Alec, David & Denny 

and Kathy & Kaleb. 

Charlie graduated from Newfield High School and was very active in Sports. He 

worked at Pritchards, Stevens & Murray and then started his own business.  The Sun-

oco which he changed to Charlieôs Towing in the 60ôs and has kept it running for 30+ 

years adding a wrecker service of which he was very proud. He not only helped peo-

ple with car troubles but also people with town issues. He loved to show off his 

wreckers and old cars at car shows and parades. 

Charlie served on the town board for many years. He was a councilman and then the 

Town Supervisor. He was a life-long member of the Newfield Fire Department and 

the Lions Club. 

Old Home Days Dedication 2010 

Coach George Cancro 
1914-2010 

Charlie Berggren 
1940-2010 
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Coach George Cancro 
1914-2010 

 
            In 1947, after World War II and completing two tours of duty in the US 
Navy, George Cancro became the first athletic director and physical education 
coach at Newfield Central School.  In his first years, he coached football, bas-
ketball, baseball, track and cheerleading.  Not only did he drive the bus to 
many sporting events but he was in charge of the menôs and womenôs recrea-
tion at the school.  Over the years his teams won many championships; how-
ever he was best known for his fairness and sportsmanship.  To him sports-
manship was more important than winning or losing.  His pleasant personality 
and sense of humor endeared him to all his athletes and students.  He was 
constantly easing children and making them feel that they were cared 
for.  Coach was a devoted husband and father who instilled the same values 
that he shared at Newfield with his sons.  He believed in community service 
and was a life member of the Newfield Volunteer Fire Department. 

1958 Championship Football Team 

FIRST ROW: L. Seely, L. Watros, A. Grover, R. Navarro, E. Laine, C. Snyder, 

C. Westbrook, L. Reeves, R. Shutlz, F. LaNasa 

SECOND ROW:N. Allen (Mgr.), W. Jackson, A. Castle, C. Berggren, J. Blovsky, 

D. Williams, J. Mickelson, R. Miller, L. Miller, W. Payne 

JV COACH: Mr. Clark  VARSITY COACH: Mr. Cancro  
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Reflections Of The Way It Used To Be 

(A Supreme Life) 
By Judy Holmes Horton 

Grab your favorite beverage, sit back, and let me take you to a very special place 

in time - that of Newfield in the 50's and 60's. 

Growing up in Newfield in those years was safe. The Covered Bridge (the only 

thing that put Newfield on the map) was a hangout for children of all ages, a wonder-

ful place to play. As a little girl I would fill my doll carriage with dolls, collect empty 

bottles and cans and take them to the Covered Bridge Market. I got 2 cents apiece and 

could use it to buy penny candy and other goodies. Heading for the covered bridge, I 

would play by myself or with friends. 

In those days Rte 13 went through the village. Therefore there were a few strang-

ers that stopped now and then. I was taught if a stranger ever bothered me I was to 

walk right into the nearest house and ask for help. I did exactly that one day, and 

thankfully Charlotte Brewer Quinn was home and came to my rescue. 

In those relaxed and wonderful days the worse trouble we got into was ordering a 

taxi in someone else's name or maybe a pizza, Thanks Marilyn Borgersen Kemp for 

the good times. Remember the party line? What fun it was to pick up the phone and 

tune in to all the latest gossip ( not that I ever did that)! 

If we were too bored, we would really shake things up with a Chinese Fire Drill 

in the middle of town with June Pakkala's green and white Dodge, after which we 

would head for the drive-in theater. We paid for two, but six piled out of the trunk. 

Those were the days! 

Another great place was the Newfield Luncheonette which was located on Main 

Street. Dick Manning was the owner and he provided a place for kids to socialize, 

listen to the Juke Box (3 plays for a dime) and hear Bill Haley, Richie Valens and 

good old Elvis. You could play the pinball machine for 5 cents, have the best vanilla 

shake and a foot long hot dog for 25 cents each. That building burned in 1969 and was 

replaced by the Tioga State Bank. 

We sang and cheered our way to many athletic events in our green "grundies" and 

our jumpers below our knees, with Margaret Weaver and Coach Cancro at the helm. 

In 1956 both the Junior and Senior Cheerleaders received the top award on All-

County competition. Our football team was undefeated in 1958. 

(continued on page 14) 
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Come as you are parties were very popular then. They usually involved a scaven-

ger hunt, followed by pizza from the Lehigh Valley Carry­out and dancing to "I Have 

Only Eyes for You" and "Earth Angel". 

Hanging out at Lou Howell's garage across from school was also fun for many of 

the local kids worked there part time. Monthly skating parties brought in from Fraley's 

Amusement Park and were held in the school gym. 

When funds were low for entertainment, I would often take babysitting jobs for 

Bob and Jeanette Hine, Ken and Billie Beck, Gene and Betty Roe and many others. 

The going rate was 50 cents an hour. 

Edie Yaple remembers with great amusement Mary Humpton turning her elbows 

inside out during biology class. Dress code was much different then - girls did not 

wear jeans to school! 

In the summer time the sounds of good old country music could be heard from 

many front porches. And Sunday morning would find most of us in our local 

churches. Sunday evenings were great for young people and youth programs. Thanks 

to Betty VanKirk Pakkala. 

I am the fourth generation of my family raised in Newfield. I am proud to have 

lived my entire life in the "not so 

sleepy" little bedroom town. As my 

sons have reminded me often - some 

of us were meant to stay in the old 

home town and keep the "home fires 

burning". 

I know that all of my children are 

proud to call Newfield their home 

town. 

Memories are Made of This.  

Judy Holmes Horton  
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Cheerleaders (1950) 

Top left to right: Elanore Arnold, Jo Diane Dell, Nancy Watson 

Bottom: Dora Teeter (captain), Theota James 
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Bomb Shelter Notes 
By Joanne James 

 
Few people realize that an historic structure is built into the basement of the New-

field Central Elementary School.  In the late 1950ôs, during the height of the Cold 

War, Tompkins Countyôs Civil Defense Department felt that the county needed an 

Emergency Operations Shelter (EOC), more popularly known as a fallout or bomb 

shelter. That structure ended up being built under the Newfield Central School Dis-

trictôs main building. 

 

The Cold War was the period of conflict, tension and competition between the 

United States and the Soviet Union and their respective allies from the mid-1940s 

until the early 1990s. Throughout this period, the rivalry between the two superpowers 

unfolded in multiple arenas: military coalitions, psychology, espionage, sports, indus-

try, technological developments (including the space race), costly defense spending, 

and a massive nuclear arms race. During that time, many countries built fallout shel-

ters for high-ranking government officials. Tompkins County felt it was important to 

have such a shelter to protect important county and state officials. 

 

While Tompkins County was thinking of building a fallout shelter, the Newfield 

Central School District decided to enter into a building project to construct four new 

classrooms, expand the boysô locker room and add basement space (which later be-

came the bomb shelter). Howard Nye, the assistant school administrator, suggested 

that the school approach the county to see if the county would build the bomb shelter 

at Newfield, on the premise that building the bomb shelter there would help the dis-

trict pay for the project.  The school would receive county and federal aid for the pro-

ject and minimize expense to the district for the classrooms. 

 

In 1960, Tompkins Countyôs Civil Defense committee and Tompkins Countyôs 

Board of Supervisors reached an agreement with Newfield Central School to construct 

a substantial bomb shelter in the school for county and state officials. 

Records of the proceedings from 1960 of the Tompkins County Board of Supervi-

sors trace the evolution of the project: 

 

12/12/1960 resolved that the Civil Defense Emergency Operations Center 

Agreement with the Newfield School District be accepted and the chairman of the 

Board of Supervisors be authorized to sign. 

Ayes 12 

Nays 4 

The agreement calls for school to lease to the County ñall the area in the 

basement under the new addition to be constructed at the north end of the present 

school building, excepting an area of 250 square feet reserved by the school dis-

trictéò 

Term of lease to be 99 years 

Rental to be $1.00 annually; paid by the County to NCS during the 

month of January 
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School to pay for all heat and electricity used by the County.  School 

will also pay for all maintenance and janitorial services 

 

The architects for the EOC were Duane Lyman & Associates. 

 

The Newfield shelter was nearly finished by the end of 1961, as reported in the 

July 29, 1961 Ithaca Journal: ñThe first fallout shelter of its type in New York ï built 

to house key government and Civil Defense officials in Tompkins County in the event 

of nuclear attack is nearing completion at Newfield Central School.  The only thing 

that will stop radioactive fallout is sheer mass.  The shelter has that.ò 

 

Though the fallout shelter was nearing completion by the end of 1961, it wasnôt 

actually approved for occupancy until 1963. By December 1962, licenses were se-

cured to move radio base stations into the shelter, some equipment and supplies were 

purchased and part of the radio equipment was installed in the shelter. 

 

From the Newfield Board of Education minutes of 11/19/1962 it was noted: 

ñBoard member Howard Wilson moved that the school continue its policy of ñGo 

Homeò in case of a civil defense emergency until a safety factor for the buildings is 

determined.ò 

 

The Newfield Board of Education minutes of 01/21/1963 show that the shelter 

was still in a state of development: ñMr. Skeps, principal of the school, reported that 

the school building had been approved as a Civil Defense shelter for 42 people and 

recommended that the school wait until provision could be made to house 140 before 

signing the radio license that had been approved by Federal and State Civil Defense 

Officials.ò 

(continued on page 18)  
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Still, by 1963 the school district had received all but $7,000 of the $91,405.27 due 

from the countyôs Civil Defense reimbursement agreement.   The original building 

project for the 4 classrooms, locker room expansion, and basement addition cost a 

total of $190,696.90.  In addition, state aid received was $85,402.95.  While the shel-

ter was never intended to protect the students or residents of Newfield, Mr. Nyeôs idea 

to approach Tompkins County as a way to offset the schoolôs construction costs had 

finally paid off. 

 

The late Herb Emery, who was the building custodian at that time, was responsi-

ble for the care and upkeep of the shelter.  In a 2008 interview with Mr. Emery, he 

said that he was responsible when officials had practice drills in the bomb shelter.  

Often high ranking officials, including those from Albany, would come to the shelter 

for practice.  Herb would open up the shelter, let the officials in, lock the doors and 

come back at the end of the drill, usually over a weekend. The most important part of 

Herbôs job was to ensure that the bomb shelterôs air handling unit, the only air supply 

for the shelter, was operating properly.   

 

Herb also talked about the construction of the bomb shelter. He explained that the 

shelterôs ceiling is comprised of 3 feet of reinforced concrete.  Massive concrete pil-

lars, inside the shelter, help hold the ceiling in place. The side walls are also three feet 

thick, buttressed by massive mounds of earth, which are still visible outside in the 

courtyard across from the elementary school cafeteria.   

 

Inside, the shelter holds a decontamination room for clothing and shower.  In the 

practice drills, participants would enter the bomb shelter decontamination room, strip 

off their clothing, enter the shower, and change into clean clothes after their shower.  

(continued on page 20)  
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Separate sleeping quarters were established for men and women.  The womenôs sec-

tion was a room with a door that locked.  Separate bathrooms were put in for men and 

women.  There is also a cooking kitchen although large barrels with crackers and 

candy were placed in the shelter as back up food.  The kitchen remains but the barrels 

are long gone. 

 

Along the back wall of the shelter, a locked wire cage held desks with communi-

cations systems connected directly to civil defense sites throughout the state.  Herb 

recalled that one time, while cleaning the shelter, he was overcome with the urge to 

pick up a red telephone located on one of the desks in the wire cage.  Immediately a 

voice spoke up, ñDelhi here, Newfield.  Is there an emergency?ò  Herb said he put the 

telephone back down and quickly left the bomb shelter. 

 

 In addition to the county practice drills at the bomb shelter, other emergency 

drills were held at the school and in the town.  Both the girl scouts and the boy scouts 

practiced disaster training.  Joan Taber, from the class of 1970, remembers acting as a 

victim of a disaster in which she was brought to the outside of the bomb shelter and a 

team of emergency health workers set her ñbrokenò bone. Children were also taught to 

ñduck and coverò during practice bomb drills at school. 

 

ñDuck and coverò was a method of personal protection against the effects of a 

nuclear detonation which the United States government taught to generations of 

school children from the late 1940s into the 1980s. This was supposed to protect them 

in the event of an unexpected nuclear attack which, they were told, could come at any 

time without warning. Immediately after they saw a flash they had to stop what they 

were doing and get on the ground under some coverðsuch as a table, or at least next 

to a wallðand assume the fetal position, lying face-down and covering their heads 

with their hands.  

 

At some point in the late 1960s, the bomb shelter was converted to other uses. 

Teachersô faculty rooms were located there, along with smoking lounges.  Former 

teacher Jack Balcome remembers that he and Jill North taught P.E. health lectures in 

the bomb shelter in 1967 or 1968.  Included in the curriculum were sex education 

classes for grades 9 ï 12.   Sometimes the men in the male teacherôs faculty room 

(located in one of the corners) felt compelled to offer commentary.   Jack also remem-

bers smoke filtering out from under the lounge door while he was teaching.  

 

Later on the space was converted into a daycare facility.  The daycare operation 

ran for several years until the board of education decided this was not a healthy place 

to keep children. Currently the space is used for school storage for the districtôs paper 

supplies, old computer equipment, and mandatory files for state reporting.    

 

Though few of the hundreds of people who use it every day are aware of it, the 

building containing the elementary school and district offices, itself a New Deal-era 

construction project, contains a significant relic of the Cold War.   

 

Joanne James, 2010 
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Red & White store of the 1950ôs 

Red & White store of the 1950ôs 
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The last agriculture class (1959) 

School bus (1955) 
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Book week (1964) 

Portable classrooms (1966) 
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Carl Taberôs Texaco Station in the 1950ôs 

KNEELING: C. Harden, L. Payne, J. Howe, B. PayneD. Porter, E. Barrios, R. 

Duffy.  STANDING: J. Adams, G. Cole, P. Heslop, C. Ostrander, D. Weeks, W. 

Pakkala, J. Teeter, D. Queen, R. Hoffman, N. Harden, J. Puhalka. 
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Schedule of Events 
 

Newfield Central School Grounds 
(unless otherwise noted) 

 

Friday September 10th, 2010 
Food Tents     5:00 PM- closing 

Carnival     5:00 PM - closing 

Ithaca Concert Band  (in the auditorium)! 7:30 - 8:30 PM 

 

Saturday September 11th, 2010 
5K Race 

  Registration    7:30 - 8:30 AM 

  Race begins from school  9:00 AM 

Parade (from bank to school)   11:00 AM 

Fire Department Water Ball    After parade 

Kids Pedal Tractor Pull   1:00 PM 

LIVE MUSIC      Noon to 6:00 PM 

Bad Cats     Noonð1:30 PM 

Radio London    2:00ð4:00 

Mutsu     4:30ð6:00 

      

Chicken BBQ     Noon until gone 

Carnival     1:00 PM - closing 

  Wristband Sale (pay one price)  1:00 - 4:00 PM  

Food Tents     All day 

NPL Book Sale    All day 

Vendors     All day 

LIVE Z95.5 BROADCAST & DJ  7:00ð9:00 PM 

FIREWORKS!     At Dark 
 

 

Thank You! 

Thanks to those who sold ads, worked on fundraisers, donated money or helped in any 

way.  Thanks to the advertisers who made this booklet possible.  Please support the 

businesses that sponsored and made the 2010 Old Home Days a success! 

 

Newfield Old Home Days Committee Members: 

Robin Andersen, Mike Allinger, Florence Emery, Joanne James, Bob Mazourek, Liz 

Mazourek, Carmen Guidi, Ed Miner, Robin Wood, Melody Reed, Don Reed, Barb 

Trask, Linda Poppleton, Jill Green, and Susie Chaffee. 
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The Newfield Old Home Days Presents 
The Fifth Annual  

Old Home Days 5K Run 

Saturday, September 11th, 2010 
Race Starts 9 AM Sharp ï Rain or Shine 

Check in starts 7:30 and ends at 8:30 AM at Newfield Central 

School 

Buses leave the School at 8:45 AM 

Race starts at 9 AM 

Buses return to Newfield School at 10 AM 

Awards given at Newfield Central School 

$10.00 Pre-Registration postmarked by Sept. 5th 

 
Proceeds to benefit the Newfield Good Neighbor Fund 

For information:  Casey Powers 227-4591  

ñññññññññññññññññ 

Name: __________________________ Age:___________  

Address: ________________________ Gender:________  

Phone: ____________ E-Mail:______________________ 

Signature (required):  __________________________________________  

Parentôs signature  ________________________________ 

(required if participant is 17 years or younger) 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð- 

By signing this tear off I acknowledge that Casey Powers, Newfield Old Home Days and its organizers are 
free from fault if I am accidentally hurt during the race.  I also acknowledge that this race is for fun and fun 

alone and to raise monies for the Newfield Good Neighborôs Fund.  By signing this tear off I am indicating 

that it is important to warm up my muscles prior to running the event I participate in and that certain health 
conditions may not favor this type of physical activity.  I acknowledge the need to eat properly before and 

after the race and to ensure that I am adequately hydrated. 

Sign and return this form with a check for $10.00 (payable to 

NOHD) to NOHD 5K, c/o Casey Powers, 237 Carter Creek 

Road, Newfield, NY 14867  
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The Covered Bridge Market as it was in the 1950s. 
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Dedication of the new addition (1950) 

Top left to right: Edward Long (former Newfield Principle), Mrs. Laura Smith (vice -

president P.T.A.), Gabriel Meckenburg (President of Board of Education), Claude Kulp 

(Superintendant of Public Schools in Ithaca) 

Lower: Robert T. Robinson (speaking) 

Garage across from school (1950) 
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1958 Audio-Visual Club 

C. Korbel, A. Westmiller, W. Payne, D. Tompkins, C. Snyder, G. Zien,  

L. Watros, L. Miller  

Looking down Main Street in the winter of 1955. 
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